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Artist

Matazo Kayama

1927-2004

Title of work
(an approximate English translation is
0 b O r O “Opaque” or “Hazy")

Year created

1986

The painting beautifully depicts the blossoms of a
weeping cherry tree in full bloom, illuminated by a
soft, spring moonlight.

The moonlit blossom scene in all its rich color and
light was rendered by ink painting techniques handed
down from ancient times, yet the painting radiates a
contemporary sense.

The flow of the 400-year-old Rimpa School (which
emphasized simple, natural subjects) was the world of
Matazo Kayama.

This replica of the work by Matazo Kayama was cre-
ated on durable ceramic plates fired at a temperature
exceeding 1,000°C. By touching the blossom petals
on the ceramic, one can feel the remarkable delicacy
of the artist’s brush movements.

Otsuka is proud of the technology required to produce
these large ceramic plates, which is unique to Japan.



